ORDINANCE #20080707

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA CODE GOVERNING
FIREWORKS.

WHEREAS, the City of Romney desires to amend and revise its ordinance governing Fireworks
to conform with the laws of the State of West Virginia (Code 29-3-23) governing the same.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Romney does hereby repeal all existing ordinances governing
Fireworks in the City of Romney that conflict or are not in conformity with the statutes of the
State of West Virginia. '

AND, FURTHER DOES HEREBY ADOPT the laws of the State of West Virginia (Code 29-3-
23) as found and amended in the West Virginia Code Annolated governing Fireworks in its

entirety.

WHEREAS, a fine of $25.00 will be assesscd for each violation.
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§ Z¥-3-23. “Fireworks” defined; labels r« lired.

" 'The term “fireworks” means and includes any combustible or explosive
compogition, or any substance or combination of substances, or article pre-
pared for the purpose of producing a visible or an audible effect by combustion,
explogion, deflagration or detonation and shall include blank cartridges, toy
‘ﬁi'étols, toy cannons, toy canes or toy guns in which explosives are used, the
_type of unmanned balloons which require fire underneath to propel the sarne,
- firecrackers, torpsdoes, skyrockets, roman candles, daygo bombs or other
fireworks of like econstruction and any fireworks containing any explosive or
flarimable compound or any tablets or other device containing any explosive
substance, except that the term “freworks” shall not include:

““Model rockets and model rocket engines, designed, sold and used for the
purpose of propelling recoverable acro models and shall not include toy pistals,
toy.canes, toy guns or other devices in which paper or plastic caps manufac-
tured in accordance with the United States department of transportation
regulations for packing and shipping of toy paper or plastic caps are used and
toy paper or plastic caps manufactured as provided therein, the sale and use of
which shall be permitted at all times. Each package containing toy paper ar
plastic caps offered for retail sale shall be labeled to indicate the maximum
- explosive content per cap.

7 The following sparklers and novelties shall not be considered fireworks and
reguire a business registration fee be paid to be authorized to sell, as provided &
far in section eighty-six [§ 11-12-86), article twelve, chapter eleven of this code:
::(1) -Explosive caps designed to be fired in toy pistols, provided that the
explogive mixture of the caps shall not exceed twenty-five hundredths of a
grain for each cap,

2{2) Shake and glow worms composed of pressed pellets of a pyrotechnic
dixture that produce a large snake-like ash when burning.
~4:.{37 Bmoke devices consisting of a tube or sphere containing a pyrotechnic
mixture that produces white or colored smolke.

1i3(4) Trick noisemakers which produce a small report designed to surprise the
user and which inelude; .

571",

(a) A party popper, which is a small plastic or paper item cont2ining not in
excess of twenty-five hundredths of a grain of explosive mixture. A string
protruding from the device iz pulled to activate the device, expelling paper
streamers and producing a small report. o

(b) A string popper which is a small tube containing not in excess ofn,
twenty-five hundredths of a grain of explogive mixture with string protmfi{ng
from both ends. The strings are pulled to activate the friction-sensitive,
mixture, producing a emall report. . o

{¢) A mnapper or drop pop, which i a small paper wrapped itern containing
no more than twenty-five hundredths of a grain of explosive mixture coated on
small bitz of gand. When dropped, the device produces a smg]l report.” .

(5) Wire sparklers consisting of wire or stick coated W‘.lt]il nlopexploswe
pyrotechnic mixture that produces a shower of sparks upon ignition. These
items must not exceed one hundred grams of mixture per item. ‘ .

(6) Other sparkling devices which emit showers of gparks and sometimes a
whigtling or crackling effect when burning, do not detonate or exploc!e, are
hand-held or ground-based, cannot propel themselves through the air and
contain not more than seventy-five grams of chemical compound per tube or
not more than a total of two hundred grams if multiple tubesi are used:
Provided, That sparklers and sparkler devices as provided for herein ghall not
be s0ld to anyone below the age of sixteen years old. (1939, ¢. 143; 1953, c. 101;.

1976, e. 51; 1995, c. 116.)



